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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 March 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IE Claim(s) 1-24 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 

Response to Amendment 

The affidavit filed on 3-3-05 under 37 CFR 1.131 has been 
considered but is ineffective to overcome the Bennett and Gura 
references. 

The evidence submitted is insufficient to establish a 
reduction to practice of the invention in this country or a 
NAFTA or WTO member country prior to the effective date of the 
Bennett and Gura references. The affidavits, both of which had 
been reviewed together as one by the examiner, lack showing a 
correlation between the claimed limitations and the elements 
that constitute an embodiment reduced to practice prior to the 
effective date of Bennett and Gura. For instance, the Examiner 
could not find where in the evidence submitted an element of an 
embodiment correlating to the claimed limitation of a display 
device.- Likewise, the Examiner could not find where in the 
evidence submitted an element of an embodiment correlating to 
the claimed limitation of a processor operable to communicate 
with said display device. The Examiner could not find where in 
the evidence submitted an element of an embodiment correlating 
to the claimed limitation of a plurality of video reels adapted 
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to be displayed by said display device at a plurality of 
positions of the display device and controlled by said 
processor. The Examiner could not find where in the evidence 
submitted an element of an embodiment correlating to the claimed 
limitation of a plurality of symbols on said video reels; a 
plurality of game outcomes. The Examiner could not find where 
in the evidence submitted an element of an embodiment 
correlating to the claimed limitation of an exhibition which is 
controlled by the processor and displayed by said display device 
at positions on the display device of at least .two of the 
adjacent symbols on at least one of said video reels adjacent to 
at least one other of said video reels when one of said symbols 
or a combination of said symbols occurs on said video reels, 
wherein said exhibition informs a player of the gaming device 
that the player has reached one of said plurality of game 
outcomes. However, with respect to the latter two, that 
Examiner perceives these two claim limitations read on the 
program; but, the Applicant, if true, needs to explain the 
correlation because it is unclear what parts of the program that 
is listed correlate to what part of the claimed limitations that 
are recited within the claims. The Examiner offers the 
following table to assist the Applicant in explaining 
correlations : 
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Claim Invention 


Embodiment Averred 


Claim 1 (original) A gaming 
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a display device; 




a processor, operable to 
communicate with said display 
device; 




a plurality 'of video reels 
adapted to be displayed by said 
display device at a plurality 
or positions or une aispiay 
device and controlled by said 
processor; 




a plurality of symbols on said 
video reels; a plurality of 
game outcomes; 




an exhibition which is 
controlled by the processor and 
displayed by said display 
device at positions on the 
display device of at least two 
of the adjacent symbols on at 
least one of said video reels 
adjacent to at least one other 
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said symbols or a combination 
of said symbols occurs on said 
video reels, wherein said 
exhibition informs a player of 
the gaming device that the 
player has reached one of said 
plurality of game outcomes. 





Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 (a) , (e) /103 (a) 

The rejection of claims 1-24 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) as 
being anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. § 
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103(a) as being unpatentable over Bennett- The reasoning why 
Bennett renders the claimed inventions as anticipated and/or 
unpatentable was given in the Office action of 3-22-2004 and is 
incorporated herein. 

The rejection of claims 1-24 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as 
being anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Gura et al. The reasoning why 
Gura et al. renders the claimed inventions as anticipated and/or 
unpatentable was given in the Office action of 3-22-2004 and is 
incorporated herein. 

Response to Remarks 

Applicant's remarks are directed to the antedating of the 
references. The Examiner has explained why the affidavits and 
exhibits are insufficient to show a reduction of practice prior 
to the critical date of the references. Although, all claims 
are drawn to the same invention claimed in the application prior 
to the entry of the submission under 37 CFR 1.114 and could have 
been finally rejected on the grounds and art of record in the 
next Office action if they had been entered in the application 
prior to entry under 37 CFR 1.114/ the Examiner has decided for 
fairness not to accord a .finality with this Office action; but 
rather, allow the Applicant to supplement the affidavit, amend 
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the claims and/or argue the merits of the claimed invention vis- 
a-vis the prior art of record used in the rejections. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Michael 
O'Neill whose telephone number is 571-272-4442, The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30 am to 5 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Xuan M. Thai can be 
reached on 571-272-7147. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 




